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LETTER
Response: gender incidence of intracytoplasmic morpho-
logically selected sperm injection-derived embryos: a
prospective randomized study

To the Editor

We would like to thank Zech et al. (2012) for their inter-
est in our article (Setti et al., 2012), their valuable com-
ments and for sharing their experience of investigations
similar to our own. We appreciate the opportunity to re-
spond to their remarks.

An important difference in our objectives may explain the
difference in the results obtained. The main objective and
interest of our work was to investigate whether the use of
high-magnification sperm selection in intracytoplasmic
sperm injection (ICSI) is associated with gender incidence
in the derived embryos. Therefore, we evaluated the gender
of all the embryos that were biopsied and did not consider
which of these embryos were transferred, implanted and re-
sulted in live births. However, Zech et al. evaluated the gen-
der distribution of babies born after intracytoplasmic
morphologically selected sperm injection (IMSI), thereby
taking into account only the embryos that implanted after
IMSI and not all the embryos derived from IMSI.

A possible explanation for the differences observed be-
tween the two studies may be the fact that since male
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embryos reach the blastocyst stage before female embryos,
more male embryos are selected for fresh transfer (Menezo
et al., 1999). Therefore, it is possible that after blastocyst
transfers we would have observed no difference between
our results and those obtained by Zech et al.
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